Evaluation of Survey 3 interviews:
TB1 August 22, 2008

1.   Respondent profile: 34 personal interviews by four interviewers.  2:1 women to men; age bias over 50; all respondents don’t believe global climate change is a problem, all think reducing consumption would be good for the our country,  most agree that “most people who belong to environmental organizations are extremists”, about evenly split on public policy support for conservation investments.    

2.   G1 Is Oregon is headed in the right direction or on the wrong track:   38% right direction, 51% wrong track.   This is slight decline from Poll 1 response (40/48), and shows higher “right direction” than our Poll 2 (31/55).

3.  G1a  Why are we on the wrong track?   “We’re too liberal”; “Too many politicians”; “too much welfare”; “not enough free enterprise”; “lack of development of renewable energy” “political corruption”; “lack of respect for sanctity of life”; “too much government spending, not requiring individual responsibility”; “people having children they can’t support, children’s education”; “don’t know where to start – school systems deplorable, liberal-ness in legislature, bullheaded politicians”; “It’s the national economy, the loss of natural resource industries like fishing and logging, the price of diesel”; “loss of jobs”; “too liberal in political matters”.   

4.   C1   Yes or No, “Our Country would be a better place if we all consumed less?”   This question was asked to see if anything had altered the respondent view from the prior poll 5 months previously.    100% responded yes, compared to 87% in our original poll.  This question was one of the selection criteria, we drew from people who had already responded affirmatively to the consume less question.  A number of respondents voluntarily indicated strong agreement with the statements like  “definitely” or “very much so”
5.   C2a:   “What does ‘consume less’ mean to you?”   Respondent categories & frequency:

· (11) Fuel & energy waste

· (8)  Junk, waste & garbage

· (5)  Excess material consumption

· (4)  Over eating, junk food, obesity

· (4)  Driving too much

· (4)  Buying non-essentials

· (2)  Overpopulation

· (2)  Depleting non-renewables

· (2)  Buying into fads

· (2)  Oversized houses

· Spending foolishly
· Clutter & excess

· Spoiled nation

· Excess packaging

Representative Quotes of their meaning of “consume less”:   “Less shopping, driving, spending money foolishly””;  “Too much thrown away stuff”; “Everyone has too much stuff”; “everything – packaging, toys”; “non essential products”; “Less disposable products, less fuel and less food”;   “consume less non-renewable natural resources … like fuel”; “I think we’re spoiled compared to the rest of the world. I think less dependency on oil.”; “We need less money going to china, there's just too much materialism, energy consumption”; “Destruction of resources, over use, throw away society.   Ok to consume basics, must recycle everything.   Everyone can cut back on fuel, we certainly have.  Stop feeding kids junk, Pepsi, coke, junk food.”; “Material items, toys, junk”;  “everything, we just consume too much- waste, oil, people needing the newest thing that comes out”; “Too much excess, material goods, oil use”; “too much land and resources in our living style; "big thing" is about population- too many children having children they shouldn't have; buying too much stuff”; “less disposable stuff, less fuel, less food (obesity problem)”; “I think people use too much gas. I think that people are not saving money and using credit cards too much.”; “Everywhere you go in Europe, they drive small cars in Europe. Our homes our huge compared to Europe. That drives the price of gas, energy. The list goes on and on. We’re overly consuming what is beyond our natural needs.”; “I would say resources like oil – no so much water. Oil would be on the top of the list.”; “Buy used products, clothing. Ride your bike. Walk more. Buy bulk products that don’t have all the packaging”; “Well, one of the things that stands out is the use of packaging – that’s a biggie.”
6.   C2b & C2c:   If the respondent answered “NO” to the consume less question, we had questions for them, but no respondent answered “no”, so these are now irrelevant.  

7.   C3:   “How do you see our country being a better place if we consumed less?” 
Category mentions and frequency:     
· (9) more time w/family & friends
· (4) less impact on environment
· (3) fairer distribution of resources
· (3) less dependency on foreign countries
· (2) less stress, less competition
· (2) stop chasing almighty dollar
· (2) less waste, disposal of garbage
· (2) save energy
· (2) better awareness of what we’re doing
· better self esteem
· better health
· save money
· less junk, clutter
· more appreciation through fewer things
· virtuous frugality
· lower trade deficit
Respondent quotes of “how our country would be better off”:    “It would lower our trade deficit”; There will be better availability for those who don’t have much; “…less greedy, we’d appreciate the things we do have more.”; “Happier, not to feel like we have to ‘keep up with the Jones’”;   “…better for environment, more family time”; “…better respect for resources and respect for debt”.  “If we consumed … less unhealthy food we wouldn’t have these health problems. Like obese kids. If we use less fuel we’d walk more and get more exercise. And if we used less disposable items and that would be better for the environment.”; “I think we’re going to run out of some of those natural resources. Also, it would help control price increases.”; “you’re going to use less oil; then we can utilize that money elsewhere.”; “Less garbage.”;  “Life would be simpler, less junk, more focus on important things like family”; “1.have better opinion of selves; 2. more will to work; 3. more will to care for children; 4.  awareness of what we do, look around at what's happening.”; “…be more focused on each other, family, friends; consuming becomes recreation - not necessity…”; “spend time with family, conversation, I'm talking mom & pop activities & several generations of the same household together - there's not any time to discuss things now”; “We'd be more focused on each other as people, paying attention to who we are.”; “We wouldn't be using so many resources…”; “we would reduce our energy consumption, end up using our natural resources more carefully”; “Not everybody should ride a bike. However, there are 2-3 generations have never learned to do without or sacrifice. And I think they need to learn to get back to the earth and find out where the food comes from. I’m not saying everybody drive a Prius.”;
8.   C4:  “You said ;our country would be better off if we all consumed less’, do you think of yourself as also being able to consume less in ways that would benefit our country?”  
29 respondents agreed they could consume less in ways to benefit the country (85%), 3 disagreed, and one didn’t know, and one didn’t answer. 
9.   C4a:   “What comes to mind in terms of possible actions or decisions on your part to consume less?”

Categories and Frequencies mentioned:

· (10) Drive less
· (4)  Eat less

· (5)  Buy less

· (3)  Walk

· (3)  Awareness/think about actions/prioritize real needs 

· (3)  Buy bulk/Avoid packaging

· (3)  Tough question/hard to decide/DK/NA

· (2)  Raise own food/self reliance

· (2)  Buy durable items/things that last

· (2)  Less toys

· (2)  Already do pretty well

· (2)  Sharing with others

· Buy less expensive car

· Be content with what I already have

· No bottled water/make own lunch

· Live closer to work

· Shop by mail

C5   Do you think our country’s economic well-being would be hurt if we all consumed less?

Respondents:  Yes - 9   No – 23   DK/NA – 2

Representative comments:  “It’ll hurt corporations but not individuals”; “It will balance out”; ‘If you need less, you work less’; “…how can the economy be "good" when we'll eventually hit the wall with consumption problems -- it may be a matter of definition.”

C5a.  So, which is more important to you, you’re feeling that our country would be better off if we consumed less, or our country’s economy would be hurt if we all consumed less?
9 individuals responded to this question- that they felt we should consume less, yet the economy will also be hurt.  Reasoning for responses include “money isn’t everything”; “it isn’t an either/or choice, it’s a transition…”; “it would be different…people get involved in community”; “economy will take care of self”; “relearning…restructure”; “gradually improve”
One person expressed thought that people need to have the economic opportunity (be able to make enough money) to decide to consume less.

C6.  Has the rising price of gas and food caused you and your family to make spending cuts? 
Respondents: Yes- 23   No- 10

Representative Comments for “yes”: “but we’re not hurting”; “combine trips”
Representative Comments for “no”: “but I get less for my money”

C6a. On what specific things do you and your family cut back these days?

22 respondents listed things.  Some respondents identified multiple items.
Categories and Frequencies mentioned:

· (11) Driving

· (7) Food (esp nutritious, organic)

· (4) Trips

· (2) “shop around more”

· (2) Entertainment (Cable, internet, movies)

· (2) Activities (golf, after school)
· (2) Material goods (e.g. shopping)

· Less money to charity
· “Everything”

Respondents offered some interesting ways that they are cutting back on costs, such as buying a motorcycle, sharing trips/bulk food with neighbors, and cutting up credit cards.

C7.   Are there other important ways in which the high price of gasoline affects you personally?

19 respondents provided examples of how rising gas prices have affected them and how they’ve changed their behavior.

Categories and Frequencies mentioned:

· (4) Cut back on trips/travel
· (4) Affecting business (river rafter, truckers) 

· (4) Better planning of trips/more purposeful trips
· (2)“ride my motorcycle more” 

· (2) Take the bus more

· (1) Changed buying habits (shop at walmart, buy in bulk)
· (1) Less waste of food
· (1) Cut back on entertainment
T1.    Would you say if our country consumed less oil  gas prices would come down?    

Respondents: Yes- 25    No- 7   DK- 1

Representative comments “oil companies would still raise prices”; “not a solution”; “it’s a start”; 

T2.   I’m going to read two statements, and I’d like to know which you agree with more, even if neither represents exactly your view: 1.   “On reducing oil consumption, we need strong conservation standards from government.”  OR  2.  “General market forces will solve our oil consumption appetite.”   

Respondents: 

“On reducing oil consumption, we need strong conservation standards from government.”  - 13

“General market forces will solve our oil consumption appetite.”   - 20

Comments: “both helpful”; “neither helpful”; “personal cutbacks”

T3. Studies show that for every 5 miles per hour (MPH) someone drives over 60, the decrease in fuel efficiency is like paying an extra 30 cents per gallon at the pump. For example, if gas costs $4 per gallon, driving your car at 65 instead of at 60 is rather like paying $4.30 per gallon.  Given this, would you support a 60 miles per hour speed limit on our freeways?

Respondents: Yes- 17    No-    16

T3a. How much of a speed limit reduction would you support?

11 Respondents support speed limit of 55-60.

Comments: “Need twice as many cops to enforce”; “I support…don’t think it will work”; 

T4. Why/ why not? 

Of 23 respondents, the following is a break down of their reasoning for answering the above question (some answered both “fuel” and “accidents”)

Categories and Frequencies mentioned:

(support reduced speed limit)

· (6) Reduce Gas/Fuel Consumption

· (5) Reduce accidents

(do not support reduced speed limit)

· (6) people won’t obey

· (5) make own decisions/freedom to drive at higher speeds

· (2) not enough police to enforce

· need higher efficiency vehicles, not reduced speed

· time worth more than what save in fuel costs

T5. In the last month, did you use public transportation at least once?

Respondents: Yes- 10   No- 23

T5a(1). How often do you use public transportation? 

· (7) Once/week

· (2) Occasionally/Not often

· Monthly

T5a(2). What kind? 

· (6) bus

· (2) MAX

· Trimet

· Lightrail

T5a(3). Why? 

· (4) Convenience
· (4) Cheaper (no parking costs)

· (2) Don’t feel like driving/pain to drive in city

· doing “my part”

T5b1. What is the main reason you don’t use public transportation? 

· (9) inconvenient

· (8) not available

· (2) unsafe/unpleasant

· (2) don’t think it is developed for the right intentions – for business/economic reasons

T5b2. If this reason could be addressed, would you consider using public transportation for commuting or personal trips?

Respondents: Yes- 9   No- 9

Representative comments:  “need more routes”; don’t need/don’t drive; shouldn’t be told to take/matter of freedom

